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BLASPHEMY AND BIGOTORY 


"Sicetity" and an "atmosphere of reverence" are not a 
sufficient defence against blasphemy. The 1978 conviction of 
Denis Lemon, editor of "Gay News" for publishing a poem 
suggesting that Jesus was a promiscuous homosexual 
established that the interntion, or motive, of an artist is 
irrelevant. It is a question of fact: is Christian religious feeling 
"outraged and insulted"? 

The law is clear : "Every publication is said to be 
blasphemous which contains ay conteptuous, reviling, 



scurrilous of ludicrous matter relating to God, Jesus Christ, or 
the Bible." The law allows you to 'attack, subvert or deny tht 
Christian religion, but not in a way that is "indecent" or 


"intemperate." 
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